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SHOT‏ טסץ 
HER IN THE‏ 
HEAD?‏ 


LOOK. SHE БАМ `X — ГМ SURE IT WASN'T 
AS SLOW AND PAINFUL 
AS YOU'D HAVE LIKED-- 

BUT SHE'S DEAD. 

SHOT HER. I SAW 
HER FALL DOWN. 
: + ne a BEFORE SHE 
GOT AWAY 
FROM US... 


FIGURED 
סשסץ‎ 
WANT THE 
TROPHY. 


I DON'T MIND YOU 
BEING OUT HERE-- 


DON’T 
WORRY, Ти. 
PROTECT 
OUR LITTLE 


THIS TRUCK COULD 

BE THE DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN US LIVING | 
OR DYING. THIS IS THINGS GO 


о SAFET AD--WE LOAD 
Er 4 INTO THIS THING 


AND TEAR OUT OF 
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OKAY, THINGS ARE LOOKING 
GOOD. WE CAN SET UP THE 
CARS AS A BARRIER. OUR 
ESCAPE TRUCK IS LOADED 
DOWN WITH SUPPLIES. 
THERE’RE REALLY ONLY 
А FEW MORE THINGS 


I'D LIKE ТО GET THE 

PRISON BUSES OUT OF 
THE GARAGE. WE'VE GOT 
TWO OF THOSE THINGS-- 
T'D LIKE TO PARK THEM 

NEXT TO THE TOWERS, TO 

PROVIDE ALITTLE COVER ARE a FEW SOT 


FOR ANYONE WHO'D GEAR SUITS LEFT--WE 
“АШ. TAWA С SHOULD REALLY USE 
° TAN R THOSE. ASIDE FROM THAT-- 
K. WE JUST NEED TO STAY 
ALERT, BUT AT THE SAME 
TIME--GET AS MUCH REST 
AS WE CAN UNTIL 
THEY COME 
BACK. 


BECAUSE 
THEY WILL 
BE BACK. 


ТМ FEELING A МОТ YET YOU CAN'T. 

LOT LESS LIGHT YOU DON'T NEED THE 
HEADED THIS PAST |STRAIN--COULD CAUSE 
HOUR--I THINK T yOU TO BLIST YOUR 

CAN GET RID STITCHES--YOL’D 
OF THESE BE RISKING 
CRUTCHES. INFECTION. 


I’M GOING 
TO GO CHECK 
ON CARL. 


IT’S SOMETHING I 
MIGHT HAVE TO RISK. ۱ 
I'VE ALREADY СОТ КІ 
ENOLIGH SLOWING 


ME DOWN. о 


УЕАН, 

AND THESE, 
TOO. WE NEED 
ALITTLE BIT OF 

EVERYTHING 

IF ти FIT. 


TE 
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м = 2 
DIDN'T טסץ‎ ALREADY IF EVERYTHING 
PUT MOST EVERYTHING WORKS OUT, WE 
IN THE BIG TRUCK? WON'T NEED BUT т 


WHY DO WE NEED THE TRUCK, WANT ТО HAVE 
THIS STUFF? OR THIS OPTIONS--IF YOU 
BACKPACK. AND YOUR MOTHER 
HAVE ТО GET ОШТ-- 
AND CAN'T GET 
TO THE TRUCK, 
YOU'LL NEED ТО 
HAVE THIS. 


WHAT ABOUT 

You? WHERE 

WILL YOU 
EP 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT МЕ. IF WE 
GET SEPARATED, 


(> 


you 
PROMISE? 


І KNOW YOLPLL 
BE RESPONSIBLE 


T 
U TO BE CAREFUL. 


WANT УОМ ТО 
ВЕ SCARED 
EITHER. МЕ 


ЕТ 
THROUGH THIS, 
SON. WE 
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ANTERIOR ARTERY 
IS NOT EQLIIPPED TO 


I'VE NEVER 
PRAYED 
BEFORE. 


UNCERTAIN 
TIMES SUCH AS 
THIS ARE WHAT 

GET YOU PRAYING 
THE MOST. IT’S 
TIMES LIKE THIS I 
THANK MY LUCKY 
STARS THAT THE 
LORD IS THERE 
FOR ME. 


YOU, UH... У 
yOU BEEN 
PRAYING? , 


THINK THE 
LORD IS 
THERE FOR 


WE GOTTA 


WANT YOU UP 
IN THAT TOWER 
UNPROTECTED. 
IT'S FOR YOUR 

OWN GOOD. 


OF COURSE 
HE IS. AND DON'T 
WORRY--I PUT IN 
A GOOD WORD 
FOR YOL. 


Fist] 
Ез 


IT’S OKAY, 


REALLY. 


NO, UH... TM SORRY 
ABOUT THAT. Т REALLY 
DIDN'T MEAN ТО--ІТ 
JUST KIND OF HAPPENED. 
PATRICIA AND I WERE 
TALKING AND... 
טסץ‎ KNOW. 


UNDERSTOOD, 
YEAH. I JUST N 
WANTED TO CHECK 
ON YOUR BANDAGE-- 
MAKE SURE THERE 
WASN’T ANY 
EXCESSIVE 
BLEEDING. 


WASN'T 
₪ --7 ABOUT TO TURN 
| “ANYTHING AWAY 
АТ THIS POINT-- 
YOU FOLLOW 
ME? 


SEEMS SO WHAT DO ALL I'LL SAY IS MEP THIS 

FINE TO УОШ THINK? WE THAT EVERY HOUR NO WAY. NA PLACE 

ME. СОММА MAKE THAT PASSES en BEE IS MY 
UH... IT OUT OF MAKES ME REGRET IG TIME SINCE 


Т'УЕ BEEN ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF 
THAT FENCE FOR 
GOOD--AND I KNOW 

THERE'S NOTHING 


MORE THAT I 
DIDN'T JUST LEAVE 
WITH DALE. 


WHAT 
ABOUT YOUP 


US وب‎ 
Bi SHE EN 


LORI, GO IT'S JUST ОМЕ-- 
BACK INSIDE-- IT'S GOTTA BE 
PROTECT TYREESE AND 


THE KIDS. | WHAT'S MICHONNE. THEY 
GOING WOULDN'T SEND 
ONP JUST ONE TRUCK 


AFTER US. 
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TURNING ATTACKING? 
AROUND? I HEARD THE 
TRYING TO SHOT! WHAT’S 
GET US TO GOING ON? 
FOLLOW 
THEM? 
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THEY'RE 
BACKING 
THE TRUCK 
TOWARD 
US? 


THIS IS 
WEIRD. WAIT-- 
THEY'RE +2 
GETTING AA 
ОШТ ОҒ ТНЕ I 
CAB. 
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” KEEP THE 
FUCKING BITERS 


OFF LONG 
ENOLIGH FOR МЕ 
TO FINISH, OKAY? 


SHOW TIME, 
BROTHER. 


А 
x< 


BEFORE АМУОМЕ 
GETS TRIGGER 
HAPPY--KNOW THAT 
I'VE GOT THE WOMAN, 
TOO! МУ FAT FRIEND 


FROM THAT, І THINK 
YOU CAN SEE WHERE 
THIS IS GOING. OPEN 
THE GATES--GET IN 
THIS TRUCK AND 
COME BACK WITH 


--OR I DO 
SOMETHING 


FRIEND/ 


WE САМТ LET HIM 

IN HERE. HE GETS 

THE PRISON, HE’LL 
KILL US ALL... 
EVENTUALLY. 


TYREESE 
NEVER SHOULD 
HAVE LEFT. IT’S 
НМ OR ALL OF AND 
US. WE CAN'T DO X MICHONNE... 
ANYTHING. 


sO 
THAT’ 
THEN? 2 


THINK YOU 
REALIZE HOW 
SERIOUS 
L АМ. 


JUST THINK OF 
MICHONNE. IF 


SHE’S ALIVE--THIS 
COULD BUY HER 
ENOUGH TIME 
TO ESCAPE. 


US 
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SHUFFIZ 


LEAVE HIM FOR 
THE BITERS. LET’S 
ROLL BEFORE THEY 
GET TOO CLOSE-- 
OR BEFORE ONE 
OF THESE SHELL- 
SHOCKED FUCKS 
DECIDES TO FIRE 


ШТ 
' \ 
NA 


yt 


ШИ] 


41 


W У ы «Це 
| n vr : 
ANAND" > ШК PON, 
18 ез; TEN N 
8 й AI 
N 


l 


| 


We 
| 


ШІП 


re 


Т/І 


== 


= 


( | У 


/ 
И 
б 
И 
| % 


BE 
¿ fab 


N Те М М | ле ] | / 
AN IN به‎ 

| Қ. 

N W i 


\ \ 


| Цу 
СА 
зе 


ASIS ~ № 

N ו‎ 
Se AL № (БР 
NN N Ñ IN | З 


WE'VE GOT 
TO GET IT 
TOGETHER, PEOPLE-- 
OR ELSE TYREESE 
JUST DIED FOR 
NOTHING! 


SOON-- 

VERY SOON, 
THOSE PEOPLE 
ARE GOING TO COME 
OVER THAT HILL AGAIN-- 
AND WE HAVE GOT 
TO BE READY 

FOR THEM! 


NOBODY 
IS GOING TO 
DO THIS 
FOR 15! 


I DON'T-- 
он, GOD--I 
DON’T THINK 


CAN 
THIS. 
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IT DIDN'T 
FUCKIN 


WE TRIED TO GET THEM 
TO OPEN THE GATES-- 
TRADE THEIR MAN FOR 
ACCESS INSIDE. WE 
EVEN THREATENED 
THE MAN’S LIFE. 


THESE 
CRAZY--EVIL 
SONS OF BITCHES 
SHOT THEIR OWN MAN/ 
WE HAD A BIT OF 
LEVERAGE AND SO 
THEY SHOT THEIR 
OWN GUY IN THE 
FUCKING 
НЕДО! 


KILLED НІМ SO 
WE COULDN'T 
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THAT’S 
WHAT WE 
DO. 


HH 


1 NO MORE WAITING-- 
نا זו‎ МО MORE STALLING. 
) O 


IT'S TIME 
FINISH THIS. 


МЕ MOVE EEI LET'S 
ОИ NOW! Y сет MOVING, 
/ UNA А 0 0 СЕТ או‎ PEOPLE! 
AA it MR” YOUR CARS-- 
ии \ у LOAD YOUR 
ШІ (ie FUCKING GUNS 
( AND LET'S MOVE! 
/ 11 . WE'RE TAKING 
( THESE MONSTERS 
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WHAT THE 
HELL 15 YOUR 
PROBLEM? 
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WRITE TO U 


WALKINGDEAD@FUNKOTRON.COM 


give us some bullshit background that, by your own admission, 
we don't need to know yet. That's lazy writing man. 


Well, that’s basically what I did. The important stuff from 
43 that would be important “later” was important starting 
in 43. I didn’t slow down the momentum of 36-42 by 
showing you the stuff in 43... instead, I saved it for a 
flashback. 


The story has pretty much all but ground to a standstill for now. 
And that is downright amazing, considering you have a bunch of 
guys and a tank sitting outside the prison at the moment. 


Yeah, it builds tension, right?! Right?! 


So pick up the fuckin’ pace man! If you keep on doing these 
tangents that overwhelm the main narrative, you’re going to 
move into the realm of literary masturbation. I mean, for god’s 
sake, Rick & Co. have been at the prison for more than two 
years of real time, and not enough is happening, even regarding 
(the initially excellent) character development. 


Actually, Rick and company haven't been at the prison 
very long at all, not even a year. Lori was pregnant when 
Rick showed up and she gave birth nine months later, in 
issue 39. So they’ve only been here 7 months or so. A lot 
has happened to them in 7 months. 


Anyways, I love this comic a lot. You've managed to single- 
handedly make zombies cool again, and the cast you've put 
together is second to none, I think. Don't squander what you 
and Charlie have worked so hard to put together, as even 
your most ardent fans grow impatient with glacial pacing! You 
deserve better dude. 


Best, 
Ben P 


Well, starting with issue 49, things will be a whole heck 
of a lot faster. Im taking my time with this Woodbury 
battle... it’s probably the most important thing to happen 
in the book to date... but after that's over... it’s full steam 
ahead. 


Dear Captain Kirk(man) 


Why the heck are you apologizing? The flashback issue was a 
great change of pace, insightful and refreshing. The governor 
is the consummate scumbag politician (reminds me of a guy 
named Anibal), and in a few ways he is a dark doppelganger to 
Rick. 


I was not shocked at all by his appearance last issue, because 
some of our fighting men in Iraq have sustained worse injuries 
in the battlefield, and his “death” lacked the seal of finality of 

everything else we've seen before. 


V Rosario Fermaint 
San Juan 


Glad you liked it. I too was pretty surprised when I saw 


so many people were under the impression The Governor 
was dead. 1 didn't even mean to imply that. 


Mr. kirkman 


I have to say the Governor is truly one of the sickest most vile, 
evil pieces of scum characters I have ever read. I love 


Hello Roamers, 
It's hard to re-read the death of Tyreese. RIP, dude. 


- Sina Grace 


First of all, sorry for the delay. The holidays crept up 

on me and pretty much wrecked my ability to get this 
book out. As I type this, Charlie is working on 48, so we 
should catch up in fairly short order. Things are moving 
along nicely for us to have an issue-filled 2008, so don't 
worry... this will just be another small hiccup along the 
way, hopefully the last. 


Second, so long Tyreese, huh? 


Tyreese has been one of my favorite characters in the 
book for a long time. I’m just as sorry to see him go as, 
I'm sure, a lot of you reading this are. Now, in the past, 
I've been raked over the coals any time 1 do anything to 
a minority character. It's not fair, and we've discussed 
it to death in this letters column, so I’d just as soon not 
have to deal with it in the letters column for the next six 
months. 


While some deaths in this series are very spur of the 
moment actions that 1 try not to think through (because 
it makes things more spontaneous, like real life) Tyreese 
death has been planned almost since his introduction. 
It's always been something I’ve known about and have 
been working toward. It will have great impact on the 
series and well, frankly... nobody lives forever in this 
book. 


Nobody. 


So these things will continue to happen for the duration 
of the series. Characters have to die... that's just how 
the book works. So while 1 will miss Tyreese, 1 have the 
luxury of knowing what's ahead for the rest of the crew in 
this book, and so 1 know things will be okay. 


So, uh... don't flip out. 
Now, let's answer a bit of that mail. 
Hey Kirkman, 


All right, first things first: I’m a fan of Walking Dead. I dig it a 
lot, and I hope you keep putting it out for years yet to come. 
(You can feel the ‘but’ coming, can't you?) 


Bring it on! 


But here's the thing. Lately, your pacing really, really blows, 
and for me, issue 43 was really the last straw. Dude, you can't 
keep throwing cliffhangers at us then just not addressing them 
for a month. That's what 1 call self-indulgence and wasted 
opportunity. 


What really gets me is that you *know* that shit is gonna piss 
us off, because you asked for our patience at the start of the 
letters page. Well, I got news for you, man. You gotta earn our 
patience. ‘Cause mine is all used up after issue after issue that 
goes nowhere, even as you try to build up an imminent threat. 
You go on to say that everything that takes place is important 
later. 


Well shit man, why not tell us later then? Do a flashback or 
something when it’s relevant. Don’t interrupt your momentum to 


was okay, though; I just don't understand about the little 
zombie girl—she Is dead, right? I don't have much to say other 
than that. 


Sincerely, 
Andrew 1. Shaw 


Thanks for writing anyway, Andrew. Always a pleasure. 


Hello, 


I really enjoy the book and have finally caught up through 

the trades enough to read new issues. I enjoy the realistic 
conversations and the overall believable tone of the series. 
You're the main reason 1 began paying attention to the 5 
of writers on my comics. I began looking for other things you 
were writing and ironically enough realized I was already reading 
half of them. 1 began to read Invincible through trades while still 
getting (but not yet reading) Invincible and related books. You 
have become one of my favorite writers and a great inspiration 
for me as a wannabe-writer. 


1 enjoy the way the characters In WD have passed on. Some 
deaths truly disappointed me but only because 1 felt 1 knew the 
characters. At no point while reading this book have I questioned 
one thing that has transpired or thought of any plot point as a 
creative mistake. I find no flaws in this book. 1 was sickened 
when Lori cheated on Rick, 1 was shocked when Carol died, 1 
was sympathetic when Michonne was raped and 1 had to turn 
away(and had to read it again for shear shock value) when the 
Governor was tortured. If Dale had died 1 would have been heart 
broken. To take characters and make them part of a reader's life 
akes talent. Needless to say, you are talented. 


work in a comic book store in Gastonia, NC and have talked 

a few people into getting your other books but unfortunately, 
Walking Dead remains my solo adventure. In a way it makes 

me feel like the book is written specifically for me. I feel like I’m 
he survivor no one sees or hears. This book is written in such 

a way that it takes us to a place where even in a world filled 
with zombies, we сап relate to the characters. That's what I love 
about Walking Dead. 


also enjoy the long letter column. However, I was wondering 
why letter columns are never collected in trades. 1 have never 
heard an explanation for this, 1 was wondering if perhaps you 
knew. 


The letters columns are kind of dated, 1 think... and they'd 
take up a ton of damn room in the TPBs making them 
bigger and more expensive. 1 doubt that would be worth 
it in the long run. 


Although, 1 do love money... so if anything thinks they'd 
order a TPB of just the letters columns let me know. ІҒІ 
hear from a ton of you—I'll do it. But... I'll feel really silly 
and ashamed, just so you know. 


1 enjoy your work, and I am a truly grateful fan. You and a video 
game called Dead Rising are responsible for my love of zombies(I 
don't like many other Horror movies besides zombie related 
ones). 1 hope to one day be able to write comics and you serve 
as a great example of what a writer should be. 


May the Dead keep Walking, 
Adam Davis 


Well, thanks so much for all the kind words of praise, 
Adam. 1 wish you the best of luck with breaking in as a 
writer. It's quite tough. 


I got Dead Rising for my X-Box but I’ve never played 
it. I look forward to one day having the time. I hear it's 
awesome. 


Kirkman, 


I didn't discover Walking Dead until around issue 28 or so. A 
friend introduced me via the trade paperbacks and, since then, 
Гуе been hooked! At the end of each issue 1 can't wait for next 
month to get here so І can read the next chapter. 


At the end of issue 43 you said you were prepared for complaints. 
Well, Im here to surprise you. While reading the issue I was 
expecting to see the scene with the Governor and his crew 
approaching the prison about midway through, and the last half 
would be the assault on our friends that reside there. After 
finishing the issue, 1 have to admit, 1 was a bit disappointed. Not 
because it was a bad read, but because I'm twice as excited as І 


him. Just when 1 thought you couldn't take him any further 

with raping and beating of Michonne, the live zombie feeding 

in a gladiator pit, severed zombie heads in fish tanks as 
entertainment, etc. You take him to another level not only do you 
have him survive Michonne's attack but you have him molest his 
zombie daughter that is just fucking sick where that hell did you 
come up with that idea,.... you know what never mind I might 
not want to know the answer to that. Thank you for such a great 
comic book I have been with you from day one and I just about 
love every issue. 1 never wrote before but after reading +43 1 
had to say something. You have truly taken zombies stories to 
another level. You are truly a superman among insects. Keep up 
the impeccable work 


-James 


Yeah, the zombie kiss... eh. 1 was just trying to think 

of the worst things The Governor could ever do. The 
Governor is the worst case scenario for what living in this 
world does to people. I want him to be the most extreme 
case. 


Mr. Kirkman, 


OK... after many "close calls” I'm finally writing my first ever 
letter to a comic book. 


Congratulations, sir, you've popped my comicbook fan-letter 
cherry. 


Гуе been а fan of THE WALKING DEAD since the very first 6 
(in fact, 1 remember running all over town trying to find a store 
that actually ordered the first issue after I heard about it) and 
now, finally, I’ve come to the point where there's a question I just 
can't wait to have answered. 


What was the deal with the Governor before the zombie 
epidemic? 


Based on what we know of his character, Im guessing that he 
wasn't necessarily Governor before all this started and that he 
somehow used the disaster to insert himself (no creepy pun 
intended) in a position of power... is that the case? What the hell 
is the back-story on this evil piece о” crap? 


If we're going to learn more about his past later 11! gladly accept 
a “wait and see” answer... but if not, how about some insight into 
this evil prick? 1 mean, really, what the Hell is the deal with this 
guy? 


Well, 1 really would like to show some of his past, just to 
give people a little more insight into his character. But 

I don't know if I should. The jury's still out on that one. 
Only time will tell. 


Oh... one more thing. I've been raving about this book to my 
sweet lady for a while now and she recently asked me “Do the 
zombies digest the food they've eaten? If not, how can they keep 
eating? What happens to it?” 


So... does the food somehow get dissolved and absorbed into 
their bodies... or, not to put too fine a point on it, do zombies 
poop? 


Whatever the answer (or answers), keep up the good work, sir! 
Гтп іп for the long haul! 


SINcerely, 
Dirk Manning 


Do zombies poop? Well, Га think not. There’s a few 
options here. In Marvel Zombies I stated the zombies had 
a powerful stomach acid that dissolved all the flesh they 
ate. A friend of mine, Mark Kidwell, hypothesized that 
zombies would just eat and eat until their stomach’s burst. 
And that zombies would be walking around with gaping 
holes where there stomachs would be. I don’t know the 
science behind it all, but maybe zombies do continually 
“evacuate” like recently dead people do. Obviously their 
digestive track doesn't work... they're dead... but maybe 
flesh and guts can just pass on through, all the way to the 
logical conclusion (pooping, kids). Now, I don't picture a 
zombie stopping and squatting or anything like that... but 
maybe they're soiling themselves as they shamble along. 


Okay... that was fun. 


Dear Cap'n Kirkman, 


So now we're doing issues without the cast entirely? I guess it 


off base апа he'll settle back into the background where һе 
came from? І can't wait to find out! 


Thank you Mr. Kirkman for being true to your characters and 
their story. 


Sincerely, 
Corey Sauer 


You may in fact see Bob again soon. Stay tuned. 


Kirkman; 


Damn, man! I almost puked when I saw that “kiss scene” in 
issue # 43! What the f#&k were you thinking about?? 
You're sick, you know? 

Charlie, he’s sick too! 

And cliff...! 


Anyway, keep up the good work. I love this book! 
(Shit! Does it mean I am as sick as you...?) 
J. J. del Val 


I was thinking of ways to make you puke, 1.3. 1 
obviously have to try harder next time. 


Dear Mr. Kirkman, 


I just want to start off saying how much this comic rocks. I'm а 
huge horror/zombie fanatic and just got hooked on this comic 2 
years ago, when i went out looking for some good zombie slash 
horror comic, but all І found was cheesy ones. That was until 

a friend recommended me to The Walking Dead. 1 started at 
issue #24 and was instantly hooked and went out and bought all 
issues up to date. 


I think the thing that got me hooked was the fact that The 
Walking Dead was a never ending zombie story. The characters 
were full of emotion and personality, the artwork was amazing 
and full of detail while the storylines and subplots were nail biting 
апа addictive to read on. Still, I have not up to this date, found 


a comic book as worthy as this one. I just want to give you a big 
Kudos and to everyone who works with you. 


Thanks! 


Now to the comic book, I have a few comments and questions 
for you... 


1) Good job on the ending on issue %42, I was getting tired of 
seeing the gang in the prison waiting until someone got bitten 
by a zombie unexpectantly. So when 1 turned the page to see 
the Governor back in action my jaw was to the floor and 1 was 
so anxious to see the next issue. I just want to beg you to be 
merciful on all of the characters because at this point 1 don't 
want to see anybody leave the comic or turn into a zombie, well 
except for Patricia. 


You're a bit out of luck on that one. Patricia is the only 
one who survives! 


2) Just wanted to thank you for killing off carol. Just 
curious, why did you make carol the one who does all the weird 
crazy things? 1 mean never had І read or seen anything with a 
character whom tried to kill herself, was so alone she asked to 
be with a married couple, went into hiding for about a dozen 
issues, then sleep with someone 20 years younger, then actually 
successfully kill herself. 


Well, 1 just wanted to show how stressful life in this book 
actually is and how crazy it can make weaker people. 
Carol was a pretty weak, dependant person. Things 
wouldn't work out for people like her in this world. 


3) I just don't understand how the people in Woodbury not 
understand how the Governor isn't a bad guy or at least be 
suspicious of him. 1 mean, do they just go and watch the zombie 
fights and see strangers fighting Zombies and never see them 
again. Aren't they curious of where all these people are coming 
from or why they never see them again? 


Most of the zombie fights are staged... remember when 
the two guys fought afterward because the fight was too 
real? Most of the time two guys get in there and fake 
fighting surrounded by the zombies. People getting bit 
was few and far between. 


ever have been about the next issue and І still have to wait thirty 
days for it to get to me! I think you chose a great way to tell this 
story. The flashback issue was an excellent idea. To hell with all 
the naysayers. The only bad thing about this issue is waiting for 
the next issue. 


Walking Dead is one of the greatest comics out there right now. 


I don't care if this letter gets printed or not. I just wanted 

you and everyone else involved to know that you are doing an 
amazing job with this book. It's the one I most look forward 
to every month. Even with all the heroes and mutants running 
around in the comic world, І say Make Mine Zombies! 


Brandon 


Well, much to my surprise, response to issue 43 seems 
to be largely positive. I'll try and do more all flashback 
issues to slow down the pacing from here on out. Thanks! 


Dear Mr. Kirkman, 


1 was tuned into The Walking Dead a little over a year ago by a 
friend who lent me the first TPB and І have been а loyal reader 
since then. 


I have been like a kid in a candy store with each new issue due to 
the rich character development, the realistic portrayals of human 
conflict and suffering during extreme events and the obvious care 
that you, Charlie and Cliff show for these characters month after 
month. 


Issue 43 was not one to disappoint. 


While there was a pang of “loss” for not getting to see in this 
issue the Governor's assault on the prison, 1 was nonetheless 
gratified by this story. The extra delay in seeing the assault will 
make the inevitable conflict all the more immediate and intimate 
when it finally happens, primarily because of the length of time 
readers like myself have spent emotionally invested in these 
characters. We don't want to see bad things happen to the 
people/characters we like, but as we've learned all throughout 
his great story: no one is truly golden. EVERYONE SUFFERS. 


ssue 44 will bring us readers to a place we've been dreading 
since these wonderful and tragic characters showed up at the 
prison. They will face a threat far greater than any zombie 
horde. They will face their own living kind. They won't be facing 
raumatized, yet rational human beings. They will be attacked 
by people who have been living at the razor's edge for weeks on 
end, who are driven by fear, death and suffering. At the head 

of this vanguard of destruction is a maniacal monster whom his 
ollowers fear and in a twisted way, love and trust. 


Thus, my belief that you were right to tell more of the Governor's 
story now, іп one issue. 


n issue 43 we've received a further glimpse into the depth's 

of this man's very sad existence. 1 appreciate being able to see 
how the villain in a story thinks, and see the kind of loyalty and 
passion (and ultimately, fear) he can inspire in his followers. 
like to see where the depravity lies and how many moral 
boundaries are sacrificed with each passing look at the villain. 
The sequence of the Governor plucking out the zombie girl's 
eeth in order to kiss her was perfectly disturbing and is, I hope, 
a foreshadowing of the bizarreness to come at the prison. 


The most intriguing part of 43 was the minor Bob character. 
He’s pressed into healing and caring for the mutilated Governor 
and in so doing is forced to come out his own alcoholic stupor 

o deal with what could best be described as a nightmare 
reality, but reality nonetheless. The body posture and facial 
expression of Bob in the last 2 panels of page 20 is great 
because to me it appears that he’s totally unsure of what he’s 
gotten himself into by saving this man’s life. In a way it seems 
o be a grim acceptance of the situation, while at the same time 
some measure of awe. By rights the Governor was basically 

a dead man, but this drunk with practically zero medical 
experience somehow was able to “resurrect” him and in so doing 
inadvertently 

unleashed a demon. 


One thing T’d like to point out, is that it wasn't that Bob 
was such a good medic that suddenly came out 

of nowhere that saved Governor's life—although he 
certainly did save his life. The idea is that Michonne was 
keeping The Governor alive... so she could torture him 
more. His wounds were bad, but not impossible to heal 
from. 


I wonder if Bob has a larger role to play down the line, or if I’m 


to finish as many times before this. I have to say that I am not 
а fan of black and white art.... but, I wouldn't take this book апу 
other way. There has yet to be a point that I thought was dull. 

І noticed that Jeffrey Gibson wrote in about how slow the book 
was becoming, and I disagree with him. 


Yeah! Right on! 


I feel like the book would have suffered if you made them go 
out on adventures instead of preparing themselves for what 
was coming, as well as trying to live their lives and retain some 
sanity. Sure the book would have moved a little faster, but 
considering the world they are living in, I know that I would 
rather take things easy, and save my strength. You never know 
when the group would need me and my hammer. (And yes, I 
would use a hammer.) 


Now, I do have some questions: 
1) Do you think you will ever cover the origin? Maybe in a one- 
shot/ flash-back kind of deal? 


You know, never say never. If sales were to plummet and 
I needed to pay my bills, I can't say I wouldn't do “THE 
WALKING DEAD: ORIGIN” but I really have no plans to. 
It’s just not important to the story. 


2) When the battle is resolved, assuming the Governor lives, will 
you explain what that creepy kiss was about with his daughter? 
It looked like he would have slipped her the tongue if Bob wasn't 
іп the room. 


There’s really not much to explain, the Governor is a 
fucked up dude. 


3) Recently I picked up and watched “Land of the Dead”, and 
I was wondering if Romero had gotten his idea for the “biter” 
fights from you or was it just a coincedence? 


It technically did appear in his flick first... but I figured 
the execution was different enough that Га just move 
ahead as planned. This was something that was planned 
before the first issue shipped. 


Also if you haven't seen it, it is awesome. My wife loves zombie 
movies, but I am trying frequently to get her to read your book. 
If it wasn't for sequential art, she would dig it. That said: 


4) Do you thing you would ever write or have someone else write 
a novel for the Walking Dead? 


No, but 1 might write one myself. 
and finally 


5) I'm sure others have said it, but would you please make it into 
a tv series or movie series at some point? 1 would love to see the 
characters on screen. 


Me too—only time will tell. 


Thank you for the time. 1 agree that you shouldn't need to 
comment anymore on the shipping of the book. I'm just 
happy that it’s there, and I have no problem re-reading 

to pass the time-I’m still trying to find the re-occuring 
zombie mentioned in the hard cover. 


-Jake Combs 

Well, we are always late, but we still put out more comics 
in a year than a ton of other series, 1 mean... a ton. So 
there is cause to complain, we don't hit our exact dates... 
but we've still made it to issue 46 in just a hair over four 
years. 

With that, I leave you! 


See you back here very soon for another rip-roaring 
installment of THE WALKING DEAD! 


-Robert Kirkman 


4) I think you should elaborate more on how people can turn into 
zombies without one biting you, or how this whole mess started 
in the first place. Was it like a plague or a rapture kind of thing? 


Well, that starts to get into the origin of all this stuff, and І 
think that's unimportant to the series itself. There will be 
smaller answers as things progress... but never will we see 
the whole picture. 


5) I why do you still keep the comic in black&white? I mean, if 
І had to pick whether it could be in color or black and white, І 
would totally choose color. Not just for the fact of whether I can 
tell if tyreese is black or white (yeah I had to skip over all the 
racist crap in previous hack letters) but it would be a hundred 
times more appealing to read if it was in color. 


I disagree. I prefer it in black and white. The covers have 
enough color for те. I think black and white sets the 
perfect mood for the series. 


To end this off I just want to say again this comic is amazing and 
one of the best zombie tales in the business. Also, 1 am looking 
forward to seeing Rick, his family and friends in many issues to 
come and keep up the nail biting stories. 


Sincerely, 
Brooke Kennedy (yes, girls actually read this comic!) 


Yay! Girls! 


Dear Mr Kirkman, 


Big fan from across the pond, Scotland to be exact but that's 
enough about me this is about you. I've got a few questions that 
і have to ask my apologies but these aren't about TWD there 
about other projects of yours. The walking dead is perfect! well 
almost і have a request not a question about TWD 


1) I know you don’t like to put zombies of real people in your 
creation but i think you should make an exception for one man. 
The legend himself (no not Todd Macfarlane ) but the grand 
daddy of zombie horror Mr George A. Romero come on! He 
deserves it. The man is a god, pay homage to the man who 
started it all come on! 


George has already appeared as a zombie no less than three 
times in this series. I can't believe nobody’s noticed. 


2) Any insider info on the Haunt project with the great Todd 
McFarlane (Spawn's my number one Image comic TWD is a close 
second, sorry)? 


1 just got a mess of pages from the artist on the series today. 
The first issue should be out this summer—look for ۱ 


3) Finally Marvel Zombies 2, I have only read the first issue and 
by the time you read this and maybe print it (hint hint) the series 
will be finished and time may have answered my question but 
where is Captain America 7 1 know the Red Skull yanked out 

his brain but he can't be really dead. This is Cap were talking 
about. Marvel my have killed him off in the aftermath of civil war 
but come on! Keep him alive somewhere by alive i really mean 
alive-ish. 


See the end of issue 3. 


Thanks for reading, 
Stewart McNaught 


Р.5. zombie Macfarlane and Romero COME ОМ! 


ІІІ see what I can do. 


To the crew behind the best title ever: 


1 have been a fan of zombie movies for eleven to twelve years, 
and sadly on heard about your series about three months ago. 
The manager (Matt) at Atomic Comics loved your work, and 
when 1 happened to come across the trades he was putting 

on display, 1 asked him about the series. He told me that I 
needed to immediately pick up the first trade, and in the end if 

I absolutely hated it, then he would buy it from me. I listened 
and picked up the first trade. I finished reading it in less than 
two hours that night. 1 HAD to know what came next. I went first 
thing the next morning and found the first two hardcovers on the 
shelf. 1 bought both, as well as the next two trades and all of the 
remaining issues that had yet to be collected. 


Two days before issue 44 came out, I had re-read the entire 
series for the SIXTH time. І have never read a series from start 


"А راکمه‎ 


